





[No. 46] 
SUBCOMMITTEE HEARING ON H. R. 1214 


Hovussr or Representratives, 
COMMITTER ON ARMED SERVICES, 
SuBCOMMITTEE No. 1, 
Washington, D. C., Wednesday, May 1, 1957. 

The subcommittee met at 9:30 a. m., Hon. Overton Brooks (chair- 
man of the subcommittee) presiding. 

Mr. Brooks. The subcommittee will come to order. 

We have this morning before us H. R. 1214, a bill by Mr. Price, of 
Illinois, to authorize the President to award the Medal of Honor to 
the unknown soldier who lost his life while serving overseas in the 
Armed Forces of the United States during the Korean conflict. 

(H.R. 1214 is as follows:) 


fH. R. 1214, 85th Cong., 1st sess.] 


A BILL To authorize the President to award the Medal of Honor to the unknown American 
who lost his life while serving overseas in the Armed Forces of the United States during 
the Korean conflict 


Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States 
of America in Congress assembled, That the President is hereby authorized and 
directed to award, in the name of the Congress, a Medal of Honor to the unknown 
American who lost his life while serving overseas in the Armed Forces of the 
United States during the Korean conflict, and who will lie buried in the Memorial 
Amphitheater of the National Cemetery at Arlington, Virginia, as authorized by 
the Act of August 8, 1956, Public Law 975, Bighty-fourth Congress. 

Mr. Brooks. Would you give your name and rank and position for 
the stenographer / 

Major Horne. Yes, sir. Iam Maj. Norman P. Horne. 

Mr. Brooks. Horne? 

Major Horne. H-o-r-n-e, 

Mr. Brooks. Yes. 

Major Horne. Chief of the Decorations and Awards Unit, Office of 
the Adjutant General, Department of the Army. 

The Department of the Army does not have a prepared statement 
this morning, but I am prepared to say that we strongly favor the en- 
actment of H. R. 1214. 

As Mr. Price has stated, this will confer the same honor on the un- 
known soldier of the Korean hostilities that was conferred on the un- 
known soldier of World War I, and similar action for World War IT. 

Mr. Brooks. No cost involved ? 

Major Horne. No, sir. 

Mr. Brooks. The Bureau of the Budget, of course, has no objection ? 

Major Horne. That is right, sir, 

Mr. Brooks. Any further remarks? 

Mr. Devereux. I would like to ask a question. 
Mr. Brooks. Mr. Devereux. 
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Mr. Devereux. Ordinarily, isn’t this action done for somebody who 
is killed during a war? 

Major Horne. Oh, yes, sir; that is one of the requirements of the 
Medal of Honor. 

Mr. Devereux. Well, I suggest, then, we make the word “conflict” 
to “war,” and let us get down to brass tacks. 

Mr. Price. Well, the reason we used the word “conflict”—we ex- 
plored that with the Department, and as far as I am concerned it 
certainly would be an acceptable one. But this seemed to be the de- 
sired language with reference to the Korean situation, let us say. 
[ Laughter. | 

I don’t think they have ever definitely referred to it—— 

Mr. Ducanpver. It was never a declared war, a war declared by 
Congress. og 

Mr. Price. Yes. I didn’t think if you put it into the legislation 
here—the question wouldn’t even be raised on the floor, as to whether 
it is a conflict. 

Mr. Brooxs. Do you push your point? 

Mr. Deverevx. I don’t push my point. 

Mr. Brooxs. Mr. Devereux withdraws pro forma motion. 

| Laughter. | 

Let me ask you one question, if I may, sir: This is the same pro- 
cedure that was followed in reference to the unkown soldier of World 
War I? 

Major Horne. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Brooxs. And the unknown American of World War IT? 

Major Horne. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Brooxs. The same procedure / 

Major Horne. That is correct. 

Mr. Brooxs. Gentlemen, you have heard this matter discussed. | 
don’t know that we need a motion. But all in favor of the bill as 
drawn and presented to the subcommittee make it known by saying 
“aye.” 

All opposed. 

It is unanimous. 

Then, if there is no objection, Mr. Price, will you report it to the 
full committee this morning? The chairman wants to bring it up 
this morning. 

Mr. Price. Yes. 

Mr. Brooxs. Now, do we have these other bills here, too? 

Mr. Ducanver. No, sir; those are for the full committee. 

Mr. Brooxs. These are for the full committee ? 

Mr. Ducanper. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Brooxs. All right. Does that finish our calendar, and are we 
up to date on our work ? 

Mr. Ducanoper. Yes, sir. As a matter of fact, we have only one 
other bill before the subcommittee which needs a hearing. I couldn’t 
get anyone up here this morning. But I understand the chairman 
of the full committee will assign two or three other bills to Subecom- 
mittee No. 1. And quite possibly if we could hold one meeting we 
could dispose of all the work we have before our subcommittee. 

Mr. Devereux. We have the Missing Persons Act. 

Mr. Brooxs. That comes up tomorrow on the floor, and everybody 
be present. 
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Mr. Devereux. If I might mee upon you, Mr. Chairman, and 
the rest of the members of the subcommittee, it has come to my atten- 


tion that Guamanians—this isn’t a matter of record. 
Mr. Ducanper. This is off the record. 
Mr. Brooks. I believe, Sam, that about disposes of it. 
(Whereupon, at 9:45 a. m., the subcommittee adjourned.) 
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